
 

 

  
 

The Unincorporated Partnerships for Grant Resources, 
Assistance, and Drinking Water Enhancements (UPGRADE) Act  

Sens.  Lisa Blunt Rochester (D-DE) and Roger Wicker (R-MS)   
 
Endorsed by: Delaware Rural Water Association, Delaware Chamber of Commerce, 
Delaware Department of Health and Human Services, Sussex Health & Environmental 
Network (SHEN), Southeast Rural Community Assistance Project (SERCAP), 
Environmental Justice Health Alliance, National Association of Counties (NACo), 
Mississippi Rural Water Association, League of Conservation Voters (LCV), Vessel 
Collective, Rural Community Assistance Partnership (RCAP), Dig Deep, Environmental 
Policy Innovation Center (EPIC), Natural Resources Defense Council, Earthjustice, WE 
ACT for Environmental Justice, American Rivers Action Fund, and Sierra Club 
 
Ensuring Access to Clean Water for Unincorporated Communities:   
Two million Americans live in unincorporated communities with compromised water and 
wastewater systems, exposing them to public health and safety risks. Unincorporated 
communities are especially vulnerable to water access challenges due to inadequate 
water management and treatment, as well as limited access to resources like water 
filters, plumbing, and sewer services. These areas, often rural and dominated by 
agriculture, primarily rely on failing domestic wells and septic systems contaminated 
with dangerous environmental pollutants.  
 
Families in unincorporated communities deserve to have clean, safe, and reliable water. 
This is why we are introducing the UPGRADE Act. This bill will reauthorize critical 
drinking water infrastructure and technical assistance programs and enable 
unincorporated communities to play a greater role in collaborating with states and 
community partners to ensure clean, safe water is reaching their homes.  
 
The UPGRADE Act: 
Sec. 1: Short Title 
Sec. 2: Technical Assistance to Small Public Water Systems 

• This section reauthorizes technical assistance funding to qualified nonprofits to 
support small water systems until FY2031.  

• This reauthorization will help rural and small communities better access funding 
and financing, develop solutions to water problems, improve contaminant 
mitigation and water quality, and prevent the deterioration of water resources 
used for drinking water. 

Sec. 3: Assistance for Small and Very Small Disadvantaged Communities  
• This section amends the Safe Drinking Water Act to expand the focus of the 

“Small, Underserved, and Disadvantaged Communities Grant Program” to also 
include unincorporated communities. 

• This grant program assists communities in addressing clean water challenges. 
Unincorporated communities will now be eligible recipients. States will receive 
the funding and pass it to community partners who can help address the clean 
drinking water needs of unincorporated communities.  

 
For questions or to cosponsor, please contact Nathan Robinson in Sen. Blunt 
Rochester’s office, nathan_robinson@bluntrochester.senate.gov. 
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